TRR-Trip Report
Nantahala River (Class III/II), Bryson City, NC
 9/3/10-9/6/10

Trip Coordinator:  Linda Tribble 859-229-4358 (Campsite #32)
Lead Instructor:    Jeff Frazier    606-776-7134
	Friday, September 3rd, 2010

	Arrive at your leisure throughout the day and evening

	Check-in at the Lost Mine Campground to identify your campsite AND 

	Check-in with Linda & Britt at campsite #32 - Look for our camper (we will be out paddling until around 5pm, but will have a notepad for you to let us know you have arrived)

	GO TO NOC AND PURCHASE YOUR PASS FOR THE RIVER - $5.00

	Paddler's choice: Dinner on your own or with the gang

	 
	 
	 

	Saturday, September 4th, 2010

	Time
	Itinerary
	Coordinator

	8:30-9:30 
	Breakfast & help with clean-up
	Don

	9:30-10:00 
	Instructions for the day, meet all participants & instructors
	Linda

	10:00-11:00 
	Shuttle to put-in & shuttle cars back to the bottom
	Pat

	11:00 
	Safety discussion and put-on the river
	Britt

	12:30ish 
	Stop @ Ledges (4 mile mark) for lunch/snacks
	Pat

	1:30ish - ? 
	Paddle the final 3 miles to above the Nantahala Falls
	 

	
	Take out & scout Falls: Make decision whether to run or not
	 

	
	Set-up safety if running the Falls, Portage if not running
	 

	
	Run rest of river to take-out below NOC on RIVER LEFT, 
	 

	 6:30
	Group dinner at Lost Mine
	Don 

	 
	Help with clean-up
	

	 
	Chill & relive the great memories of the day!
	 

	 
	Second verse, same as the first!
	 

	Sunday, September 5th, 2010

	Time
	Itinerary
	Coordinator

	8:30-9:30 
	Breakfast & help with clean-up
	Don

	9:30-10:00 
	Instructions for the day, meet all participants & instructors
	Linda

	10:00-11:00 
	Shuttle to put-in & shuttle cars back to the bottom
	Pat

	11:00 
	Safety discussion and put-on the river
	Britt

	12:30ish 
	Stop @ Ledges (4 mile mark) for lunch/snacks
	Pat

	1:30ish - ? 
	Paddle the final 3 miles to above the Nantahala Falls
	 

	
	Take out & scout Falls: Make decision whether to run or not
	 

	
	Set-up safety if running the Falls, Portage if not running
	 

	
	Run rest of river to take-out below NOC on RIVER LEFT, 
	 

	 6:30
	Group dinner at Lost Mine
	 Don

	 
	Help with clean-up
	

	 
	Chill & relive the great memories of the day!
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	Monday, September 6th, 2010 - Labor Day
	 

	 
	Pack up and depart for home
	 






	Assignments
	 
	 

	Trip Coordinator & Gear Meister:
	Linda Tribble
	859-229-4358

	Lead Instructor
	Jeff Frazier
	606-776-7134

	Safety Lead/Launch Lead
	Britt Lindstrom
	859-333-3694

	Safety/Sweep
	Ben Brown
	859-771-6079

	
	Jeremy Peavie
	 

	On-Water Boat Wranglers
	Gary Nolte
	270-847-3282

	
	Walt Hummel
	859-358-9059

	 
	BJ
	 

	 
	Cisco
	 

	Off-Water Gear Wranglers          
	Richard
	 

	"Muscle"
	Scott
	 

	 
	Thomas
	 

	Photographer
	Don Spangler
	859-277-7314

	Shuttle Coordinator
	Pat Hummel
	205-266-2502

	Hospitality Lead
	Don Spangler
	859-277-7314

	
	Lloyd Funkhauser
	 



Conduct for all participants:
Please abide by all campground rules. 
On the water, all TRR events are drug and alcohol-free.
Please keep personal events or social activities within acceptable boundaries. 
· TRR does not conduct, condone or participate in any illegal activity.  
· Vets may be taking medication that does not mix well with alcohol.  Our activities must support their healing and recovery, not put it at risk.  

Details: 
Nantahala Outdoor Center (NOC) www.noc.com
13077 Highway 19 West
Bryson City, NC
800-232-7238

Lost Mine Campground www.lostminecampground.com
1000 Silver Mine Road
Bryson City NC
828-488-6445

Amenities at NOC & surrounding area
NOC Restaurants- Rivers End & Slow Joes
NOC Wesser General Store- Convenience Store
NOC Outfitter’s Store- Gear for boating, camping, backpacking, mtn biking
Convenience store, gas, firewood, pizza in area
All things outdoors: horseback riding, zip line, mtn biking, climbing wall, etc

Basic Directions: 
Do not rely solely on a GPS, they tend to take you on a terrible routing through Pigeon Forge 
Most direct route:
1. I-75 South from Lexington to I-640 towards Asheville
2. I-640 to I-40 West towards Asheville
3. Continue on I-40 West across the North Carolina border
4. Once over the border, continue to EXIT 27 and follow Highway 74 West (later merges with Highway 19 West) to the Nantahala Outdoor Center (NOC)
5. You will basically be heading towards Bryson City, but will not exit at Bryson City
6. The highway will narrow from 4 lanes to 2 lanes as you head into the Nantahala gorge
7. Slow down as you approach NOC and watch for the NOC Wesser General Store & Silver Mine Road on the left. Turn left IMMEDIATELY before this store…this is Silver Mine Road.
8. Go about 1 mile back this narrow road and watch for signs for the Lost Mine Campground
9. The campground check-in is back on the right, you will pass a loop on the right where Linda’s camper will be on campsite #32

Meals: 
Don Spangler will purchase enough food for 3 breakfasts (Sat/Sun/Mon), 2 lunches, and 2 dinners (Sat/Sun) and the group will split the cost.
Bring your own snacks and beverages for on/off the water. 
Cost estimate: $15-$20 
This will be more economical than eating in the restaurants in the area. Don and his crew will prepare the meals and the rest of the group will assist with the clean up.
If you do NOT want to go in on the food, please contact Don Spangler @859-277-7314 ASAP

Other things to remember:
· Bring a container for water while you’re on the river.
· Remember the water is cold. NOC is providing splash tops and neoprene vests. 
· Don’t count on your clothing drying overnight. It will be cold and wet the next day. (Hey you’re going to be wet in a short time anyway so don’t sweat it!)
· Bring a folding chair

Camping costs: If you’re not a Veteran, count on paying for your camping costs directly to Lost Mine. If you are a Vet, we are working out reimbursement from TRR-National. I’ll work out the logistics with Lost Mine.

Have questions? Who you gonna’ call??

Linda Tribble 859-229-4358 (AT&T)
Phone Reception with AT&T is limited in the Nantahala Gorge---this is Verizon country

I will be at the Nantahala starting on Thursday September 2nd,  
If you have questions of me you better call me before then! 
If necessary, you could leave a message for me with the Lost Mine Campground


	 
	Participants
	#
	Days
	Campsite

	1
	Linda Tribble
	859-229-4358
	Th-Mon
	31/32

	2
	Britt Lindstrom
	859-333-3694
	Th-Mon
	31/32

	3
	Ben Brown
	859-771-6079
	Th-Sat
	

	4
	Jeff Frazier
	606-776-7134
	Fri-Sun
	

	5
	Jeremy Peavie
	 
	Fri-Sun
	

	6
	Gary Nolte
	270-847-3282
	Fri-Mon
	

	7
	Kristin Nolte
	270-847-3283
	Fri-Mon
	

	8
	Walt Hummel
	859-358-9059
	Fri-Mon
	

	9
	Pat Hummel
	205-266-2502
	Fri-Mon
	

	10
	BJ Phillips
	859-533-6722
	Fri-Mon
	33

	11
	Cisco Estes
	859-270-5538
	Fri-Mon
	33

	12
	Richard Edwards
	270-308-5107
	Fri-Mon
	31

	13
	Scott Reed
	502-716-2748
	Fri-Mon
	33

	14
	Thomas Yonts
	859-489-4005
	Fri-Mon
	33

	15
	Don Spangler
	859-277-7314
	Fri-Mon
	

	16
	Lloyd Funkhauser
	 
	Fri-Mon
	

	17
	April Schrock
	240-426-0438
	Fri-Mon
	

	18
	Mike Weeks
	 
	Sat-Mon
	

	19
	James Hatch
	417-631-8898
	Sat-Sun
	




Nantahala River (Wikipedia)
The Nantahala River is a river in western North Carolina in the United States, within the Nantahala National Forest, and near the Great Smoky Mountains National Park.
The word "Nantahala" comes from the Cherokee language and means "Land of the Noonday Sun." The river runs through a narrow and steep gorge where in some areas the sun only reaches the ground when it is directly overhead during the middle of the day.
This river is popular with whitewater rafters, canoeists, and kayakers. Commercial rafting began in 1972 when the Nantahala Outdoor Center opened, leading to thousands of paddlers annually running the river.
The Nantahala flows into 3,012' Fontana Lake. The raftable part is 8 miles long and has Class II and III rapids. Private paddlers must pay a user fee, and twelve commercial outfitters are permitted by the USDA Forest Service to run guided trips. Two launch sites provide access. Notable rapids include "Patton's Run," "Quarry," "Surfers," "Bulls Run," and "Nantahala Falls." Just beyond the usual take-out point lies Lower Nantahala Falls, a Class V rapid that drops off at about a 45 degree angle.
Two-lane State Highway 19/74, once part of the Trail of Tears, runs along the river, picnic areas dotting the route. The height of the Nantahala is controlled by the Nantahala Dam, resulting in a typically even flow during daylight hours, though the need to regulate water level in Nantahala Lake and power demands may result in an increased or decreased level. Dam maintenance typically is scheduled during November, after the paddling season ends. River temperature is approximately 48 degrees for most of the year, the water released into it coming from the bottom of Lake Nantahala.
1

